
2 million Solar Home Systems and 1 million Improved Cook Stoves  

Inaugural Ceremony  

 

Speech By  

 

Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina  

 

Honorable Prime Minister  

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh  

 
Ruposhi Bangla Hotel, Dhaka, Sunday, 12 May 2013, 29 Boisakh 1420  

 
Bismillahair Rahmanir Rahim  

 

The Chairman,  

Colleagues,  

Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Assalamu alikum.  

 

I am delighted to be present here in the inaugural ceremony of the installation of 2 million 

Solar Home Systems and 1 million Improved Cook Stoves program.  

There are many costal and remote corners in Bangladesh where it is really difficult to 

connect with electricity. We have been supplying solar electricity in those remote areas. We have 

taken initiatives to produce biogas in those areas. Some organizations including Infrastructure 

Development Company (IDCOL) have been implementing programs to achieve the target. We 

have established IDCOL in 1997. Since then, the organization has been working in the production 

and distribution of renewable energy.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

After taking the responsibility of the government in 2009, we have taken long term 

programs emphasizing on production and distribution of renewable energy. We have formulated 

renewable energy policy and Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority Act. We 

have issued the waiver of duties and taxes on import of solar accessories and channeling of soft 

loans and grants through IDCOL.  

It has increased the usage of solar power in manifold. The price of solar home system has 

been reduced due to the various initiatives taken by the government. Rural people can now afford 

buying solar home systems at a monthly installment of less than their kerosene cost.  

 During the four years of the present government, we have installed more than 1.7 million 

solar home systems with a production capacity of 100 MW of electricity which is being used by 10 

million rural people. About 30 thousand jobs have been created by this programme.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

For the first time in Bangladesh, our government during 1996-2001 adopted the National 

Energy Policy in 1996 where we emphasized on the utilization, production and promotion of 

renewable energy. We were able to attract foreign investment both in public and private sectors 

for the production of electricity. We had increased the revenue earnings by reducing system loss. 

We restored discipline in the sector.  



At the time of taking power in 1996 the production of electricity was 1600 MW only. At the 

end of our tenure it was increased up to 4300 MW.  

After taking power in 2009, we found the electricity production was turned down to 3200 

MW only. The BNP-Jamat and caretaker governments have failed miserably in their seven years' 

long tenure to produce a single unit of electricity; moreover electricity production was decreased 

by 1000 MW. The people then suffered terribly due to frequent load-shedding.  

After taking the responsibility of the government in 2009, we have taken emergency, 

short, medium and long term plan to revitalize the ill-fated power sector. 55 power plants have so 

far been commissioned with a production capacity of 3870 MW. At present the daily average 

electricity production has reached to 6350 MW.  

33 more power plants are now under construction with a production capacity of 5873 MW. 

Tenders are being floated for another 20 power plants with a production capacity of 4699 MW.  

The process of import of 500 MW power from India is at the final stage. We have signed an 

agreement with Russian Government to set up a Nuclear Power Plant with a view to adding 1000 

MW of electricity to the national grid by 2018 and another 1000 MW by 2020.  
During the last four years, we have supplied electricity among 3 million new subscribers. I 

hope, we would increase electricity generation to 7000 MW by 2013 to meet our election pledges.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The improved cook-stoves of IDCOL could help the rural women to cook in a clean and 

healthy environment. Its fuel consumption is lower than conventional stoves. It will play an 

important role in saving firewood and forests. We have decided to install 1 million improved cook-

stoves by 2015. For this, the government is providing necessary supports to the service-

providers.  

Besides, we have taken up the projects for the production of biogas, solar powered 

irrigation pump and mini-grid system through IDCOL. About 27,000 biogas plants have so far 

been installed under the project. It enabled the rural people to use biogas for cooking and other 

purposes. We have also started the installation of solar powered irrigation pumps in different 

areas of the country. The existing diesel-run pumps and mini-grids of the country will be replaced 

gradually through solar powered irrigation pumps and mini-grid projects. Gas supply has been 

increased 500 million cft. We have started to supply gas for household purposes.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

We have achieved tremendous development in the sectors like agriculture, education, 

health, communication, rural development, social safety nets and establishing "Digital 

Bangladesh".  

Bangladesh's economy is running with positive growth rate. Despite global economic 

meltdown, all the macro economic indicators of Bangladesh have been positive. We have 

maintained growth more than 6 percent. The inflow of local and foreign investment has been 

increased. Our reserve is now reached to 15 billion US dollar mark. Export growth is being 

maintained above 10%. Remittance inflow crossed 14 billion US dollar level. Some 9 million of 

employment have been generated in public and private sectors. Nearly 5 crore people have been 

elevated to the middle income group from below poverty line during the last four years. The huge 

production of gas and electricity has contributed significantly to the socio-economic development 

of our country.  

I urge the countrymen to ensure economic use of gas and electricity. Misuse should be 

stopped. It would help develop our economy.  
I would like to thank the developments partners for their support to our Renewable Energy 

Programs. I hope, they will continue the co-operation in future.  

 

 



Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The Bangalee nation stands on its own feet overcoming various hurdles. Now, Bangladesh 

is a role model in terms of socio-economic developments for the developing countries.  
Please come forward and work together to built Bangladesh a middle income country by 

2021. Work with missionary zeal to build Bangladesh a poverty free, hunger free prospective 

country.  Through our united efforts, we will establish "Sonar Bangla" (Golden Bengal) as 

envisioned by the Greatest Bangalee of all times, the father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman.  

With these words, I like to conclude my speech.  

Thank you all.  

Khoda Hafez.  
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever. 


